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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER BADRAN GIVES FIRST PRESS INTERVIEW 
SINCE ASSUMING OFFICE 

1 . SUMMARY: BADRAN IN PRESS INTERVIEW SAID HAWK 
MISSILE DEAL IS IN ' FINAL STAGE, IF NOT PRACTICALLY 
COMPLETE". STRONGLY PUSHED SYRIAN-JORDANIAN RAPPROCHMENT, 
REFERRING TO IT AS "NEW FORM OF ARAB UNITY," AND SPECIFIED 
STEPS IN THIS AREA TO BE TAKEN IN FUTURE, INCLUDING 
IMPLEMENTATION OF JOINT VENTURE UNDERTAKINGS. ALSO 
REITERATED JORDAN'S SUPPORT FOR SYRIAN INITIATIVE IN 
LEBANON, AS WELL AS FOR SYRIAN-PAT .F.STTNI AN DAMASCUS 
ACCORDS. PLO STILL CONSIDERED SOLE REPRESENTATIVE OF 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. WITH EXCEPTION OF OPTIMISTIC 
REFERENCES TO STATE OF HAWK NEGOTIATIONS, INTERVIEW 
PROVIDED STRONG ECHOES OF ZAYD RIFAI. PARTICULARLY 

WITH REFERENCE TO SYRIAN-JORDANIAN AMITY. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE GHIGH POINTS OF INTERVIEW GIVEN BY 
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INTERVIEW, BADRAN'S FIRST SINCE ASSUMING OFFICE, ALSO 
PUBLISHED IN AMMAN AR-RAYY AND ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
JORDANTIMES. 

A. HAWK MISSILES. SINCE JORDAN IS CONFRONTATION 
STATE, KING HUSSEIN THREE YEARS AGO GAVE ORDERS TO 
ESTABLISH AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM. FOR MORE THAN A YEAR, 
JORDAN HAS BEEN NEGOTIATING PURCHASE DEAL WITH U.S. 
ALTHOUGH NEGOTIATIONS FALTERED BECAUSE OF "EXCESSIVE 
AND UNEXPECTED PRICE RISE, THIS DIFFICULTYHAS BREN 
OVERCOME, AND I MAY SAY THAT THE DEAL IS NOW IN ITS 
FINAL STAGE, IF NOT PRACTICALLY COMPLETE." 

B. SYRIAN JORDANIAN COOPERATION. STEPS TAKEN 
THUS FAR ARE EXAMPLE OF "A NEW FORM OF ARAB UNITY: 
COOPERATION AND INTEGRATION LEADING TO A FUTURE UNITY 
AMONG ALL ARAB COUNTRIES." SPECIFIC STEPS TO BE 
IMPLEMENTED IN NEAR FUTURE: UNIFICATION OF CUSTOMS 
DUTIES " AND OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS"; ESTABLISHEMNT 
OF JOINT COMMERCIAL BANK; BANK; COORDINATION BETWEEN 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS OF TWO COUNTIES; STRONG COOPERATION 
BETWEEN TWO COUNTIES' PRIVATE SECTORS, ESPECIALLY 

IN FIELD OF JOINT VENTURES; FURTHER UNIFICATION OF 
CUSTOMS FUTIES ON IMPORTED RAW MATERIALS USED IN 
SIMILAR INDUSTRIES. OTHER STEPS WILL INCLUDE 
UNIFICATION OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS, "PARTICULARLY 
IN THE JUDICIAL FIELD." FURTHERMORE, JOINT VENTURES 
ALREADY ESTABLISHED WILL SOON START FUNCTIONING (FOR 
EXAMPLE, OVERLAND TRANSPORT COMPANY AND SHIPPING 
COMPANY WILL BEGIN OPERATIOS AT END OF SEPTEMBER). 

C. LEBANON. JORDAN HAS ALREADY GIVEN ITS SUPPORT 
TO SYRIAN INITIATIVE IN LEBANON. THIS SUPPORT BASED 

ON SYRIAN DESIRE TO PROTECT ARAB SOLIDARITY, SAFEGUARD 
PALESTINIAN STRUGGLE, AND PREVENT DIVERSION OF ARAB 
EFFORTS FROM CONFRONTATION WITH ISRAELI ENEMY. HAD 
INITIATIVE RECEIVED FULL ARAB COOPERATION, WOULD HAVE 
SUCCEEDED IN SOLVING LEBANESE CRISIS LONG AGO. RECENT 
SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN ACCORDS ALSO INDICATE PROGRESS 
TOWARD SOLUTION. 

D. NEW CABINET. RECENT CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT 
CAME AS RESULT OF RESIGNATION FOR PERSONAL REASONS 
OF FORMER PM RIFAI AND HAD ABSOLUTELY NO RELATIONS 
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TO ANY ARAB OR INTERNATIONAL ISSUE. 

E. PLO. JORDAN REAFFIRMED ITS VIEW OF PLO 

AS SOLE AND LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE. JORDAN, ON WHOSE TERRITORY FORCES OF PLA 
HAVE BEEN STATIONED FOR PAST SEVEN YEARS, IS READY 
FOR ANY KIND OF COOPERATION THAT SERVES PALESTINIAN 
ISSUE. 

F. ARAB CONFRONTATION. ARAB SOLIDARITY, 
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"A BANNER RAISED AS A RESULT OF THE JUNE WAR, MUST BE 
RESTORED FOLLOWING LEBANESE DEBACLE IN ORDER TO CONTRONT 
JOINT ENEMY WHO USURPED ARAB LANSD AND WHO IS STILL 
WORING TO USURP MORE LANDS, THE ENEMY WHO THREATENS 
OUR NATION AND STABILITY IN THE AREA.' 1 (NOTE: THESE 
COMMENTS WERE OMITTED FROM ENGLISH-LANGUAGE VERSION OF 
INTERVIEW PRINTED IN JORDAN TIMES.) 

3. COMMENT: WITH EXCEPTION OF UPBEAT COMMENTARY ON 
HAWK MISSILE DEVELOPMENTS - MOST OPTIMISTIC EVALUATION 
RECENTLY PRESENTED BY JORDANIAN LEADER ON SUBJECT OF 
HAWKS-, INTERVIEW PROVIDED STRONG ECHOES OF BADRAN'S 
PREDECESSOR ZAYD RIFAI. BADRAN'S COMMENTS ON SYRIAN- 
JORDANIAN RAPPROCHEMENT WILL DISAPPOINT THOSE (HARD- 
LINE EAST BANK MONARCHISTS AND, LATELY, PALESTINIANS 
DISENCHANTED WITH ASAD'S LEBANON POLICY) WHO HAD 
EXPECTED NEW PM TO SLOW DOWN PROGRESS TOWARD 
RAPPROCHEMENT, KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN A PET PROJECT OF 
RIFATS. BADRAN'S OUTSPOKEN SUPPORT OF SYRIAN 
INITIATIVES IN LEBANON REPRESENTS NO CHANGE FROM 
POLICIES OF PREVIOUS PM. OVERALL IMPRESSION, 

REINFORCED BY RHETORICAL REFERENCES TO ISRAELI 
ENEMY, IS THAT OF STRONG-WILLED LEADER DETERMINED 
TO PURSUE WILT .-ESTABLISHED TRENDS IN JORDANIAN FOREGIN 
POLICY AND EVEN TO TAKE MORE AGGRESSIVE STANCE 
VIS-A-VIS RECOVRY OF ARAB LANDS. PROBLEM IS THAT 
SUCH A POSTURE MAY ALIENATE THOSE WHO SAW IN BADRAN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR JORDAN TO CONCENTRATE ON MYRIAD OF 
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS AT EXPENSE OF "DIVERSIONARY'' FOREIGN 
POLICY ISUES. 

PICKERING 
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